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“That’s a key thing,” said Joyce Gub
bels, who served 46 years at St. Pius X/
St. Leo School in Omaha, including 35 as
principal, before retiring last spring. “As
| was retiring this year, people kept tell
ing me about the community around the
school. They felt | had a lot to do with
that. | hope | did.”

service.

40 ORIMOREIXEARS

Donna Broeke-
meier — 41 years,
Marian High
School, librarian;
Guardian Angels
Central Catholic
High School in
West Point (1976
to 2000), English,
librarian.

Norma Cremers — 40
years, St. Anthony, Colum
bus, head of school, prinei
pal, third grade.

DONNA NORMA DAVE
BROEKEMEIEREMERS POWERS

ing department chair, coach
of track and cross country,
moderator of Harvard Model
Congress; Daniel J. Gross
Catholic High School, Bel

Dave Powers — 40 years, levue (1977 to 1990), subjects
Creighton Preparatory including economics, sociel
School, social studies, includ ogy and psychology.

25 ORIMORENEARS

KAREN
SMOLINSKI

MARY ELLENCINDY
HARTQUIST HEIMES

CATHY
LEAK

Karen
Smolinski —
29 years,Holy
Name, tech
nology and
science, engi
neering and
math teacher,
grant coordk
nator; Boys
Town High School (1993 to
1998), computers and com
puter lab; St. Bernard (1988
to 1993), computers.

Mary Ellen Hartquist —

28 years,St. Robert Bellar
mine (2005 to 2017), junior
high religion; Ss. Peter and
Paul (1986 to 1989), sixth
grade, junior high religion,
language arts; St. Bernadette
(1984 to 1986), third grade
and sixth grade; Ss. Peter
and Paul (1969 to 1980), fifth
and sixth grades.

Cindy Heimes — 28
years, St. Joan of Arc, re
source teacher; Mary Our
Queen (2003 to 2014), kin
dergarten; Holy Trinity,
Hartington (1998 to 2003),
kindergarten; Cedar Catho
lic High School, Hartington
(1997 to 2000), freshman
volleyball coach; Holy Trin
ity (1989 to 1998), second
grade; plus seven years in
public schools in St. Helena
and Hartington.

BARB
GILLESPIE

KATHY MARY
ZADINA FISHER

sciences, religion, culinary
team coach, student govern
ment sponsor, class modera
tor, coordinator of Red Cross
blood drives; Marian High
School (1994 to 1995), cloth
ing and child development;
then-Cathedral High School
(1989 to 1994), family and
consumer sciences.

Barb Gillespie — 26
years, St. Thomas More,
junior high language arts;
former St. Mary (1991 to
2001), junior high language
arts; plus two years in public
schools in Omaha.

Kathy Zadina — 26 years,
St. Bonaventure, Columbus,
preschool founder and direc
tor, child care.

Mary Fisher — 26 years,
Sacred Heart, religion and
social studies, eighth-grade
homeroom; former Domini-
can and Father Flanagan
high schools (1980 to 1987);
Sacred Heart (1975 to 1980);
former Archbishop Ryan

Cathy Leak — 28 years, High School (1974 to 1975),
Roncalli Catholic High plus three years at Creighton
School, family and consumer University.

are the two longest-serving retirees this
year, but several others are not far behind,
including Carolyn Mulick at St. Thomas
More and Janet Sauter at Holy Name
schools in Omaha — both with 43 years of

“I loved everybody there,” said Mulick,
parishioner of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Paulette Rourke, who served 44 years atParish in Omaha, who taught fourth grade

area,” she sai

Doug Johnson — 39 years,
Creighton Preparatory School,

d.

Sauter taught third through sixth
grades at Holy Name, including about 25
years in third grade. She went to St. Pius
X School before it merged with St. Leo,
and Marian High School in Omaha.

A member of St. Leo the Great Parish want to give that to them.”
in Omaha, Sauter said she always believed
in Catholic education. A lot of that has to

band director, plus four years in
public schools in Mead and Hast

ings.
Margie Hladik — 39 years,

Roncalli Catholic High School, 4
brary media specialist, moderator
for Future Educators of America
and Academic Decathlon Team,

co-moderator of Book Club; St.
Thomas More (1986 to 1994),
junior high English, sixth-grade
religion, co-leader of safety pa
trol; then-Blessed Sacrament
(1985 to 1986), junior high Eng

lish, eighth-grade literature, U.S.
history, religion and art, leader of

fire patrol; former St. Anthony
(1977 to 1978), junior high U.S.
history, English, literature and
religion; former St. Peter (1970
to 1976), junior high English an
literature, seventh-grade religio
and art; safety patrol.

Kathleen Rainbolt — 38
years, St. Columbkille (1987-
2017), physical education; Dan
J. Gross Catholic High School,

d
n

iel

Bellevue (1975 to 1983), physical

education.
Dale Schwalm — 38 years,
Daniel J. Gross Catholic High

School, Bellevue (2014 to 2017,

1975 to 2010), English, journal
ism, yearbook, photography.
Kathy Tompkins — 38 years,
Marian High School, assistant
principal; St. Piux X/St. Leo

(1986 to 1989), eighth-grade so
cial studies, reading resources; St.high math; Holy Cross (1980 to

do with the kind of community it builds,

the ability to teach religion and the strong

stake parents place in education, she said.
“They want their kids to have the

best,” Sauter said. “And as a teacher, |

In addition to those listed above, all
schools are in Omaha unless noted:

30 ORIMORENEARS

DOUG MARGIE
JOHNSON HLADIK

KATHLEEN
RAINBOLT

DALE
SCHWALM

KATHY
TOMPKINS

Gerald, Ralston (1982 to
1986), reading specialist;
Christ the King (1979 to
1982), fifth-grade reading
and reading specialist; plus
six years public schools in
Omaha.

Colleen Mertz — 37
years, Holy Name, kin-
dergarten, preschool,

COLLEEN
MERTZ

MARY ANN
SPICKA

ROGER
WRIGHT

fourth grade, fourth-,

fifth- and sixth-grade so

cial studies and science.
Mary Ann Spicka — 36

years, Howells Communi

ty Catholic, Howells (1979

to 2009, 2012 to 2017),

first through sixth grades,
head teacher; then-St.

Patrick, Fremont (1967 to
1968), fourth grade; plus one

DWAIN
PEDERSEN CUNNINGHAMBUECHLER

year at Catholic school in Shelby,

Neb.
Roger Wright — 35 years,

Marian High School, math teach
er and coach in volleyball, cross

country, basketball and track;
plus nine years in public high
schools in Valley and Sutton.

Dwain Pedersen — 34 years,
St. James (2011 to 2017), junior

JULIE TRISH

1992), junior high math; Boys
Town High School (1964 to
1980), speech, drama, math, ac
tivities director; plus two years
in public schools in South Dakota
and 25 years as adjunct professor
at Omaha-area colleges.

Julie Cunningham — 32 years,
St. James, third grade.

Trish Buechler — 30 years,
St. Gerald, kindergarten through
third grade.
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With 3 Day Aegean Cruise to Islands of Mykonos, Patmos, Crete & Santorini

$3399 from Omaha ¢ $3169 from Chicago
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